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PREFACE:

This particular subject in the Journalism
course: is designed for future broadcast journalists.
Itt is about witing. No skill in broadcast: journalism
I's nore basic. The correspondent broadcastings from
London or New Del h£, from CGtawa or Vancouver, ia read-
ing a story he wote. (O she) Cten he has |less tharc
two mnutes on television - one mnute onradio - to
tell his. story* The newsroomwiter, for the sanme
story* may have only 20 seconds* Al special econony
I n | anguage, a nost sophistfcicafcad kind of editori al
judgmmfc*/ is required: if inthat limted tinme he can
report what is essential - the undistorted essence -
of what took place. And this nust be done gracefully.
Witing for broadcast:, whether radi o or televiaion,
demands a style which ia "conely and cl ean".

This subject is |ike an expanded styl ebook.
A set of pratical guidelines. Inevitably, anmongthe
gui del i nes are sone rul es* Bitt this course of Broad-
cast News; makes no pretense of being the |ast word.
Each network, each station, has its broadcasters, each
of whomhas his or her own individual style.

Butt there are ways whi ch make for good
witing. No rule exists for whether you do this from
a crouched position, or by using the touch system or
with two fingers, or by dictation. You w |l hear ne
make a scant Reference in this course to granmati cal
rul es. However, you nust be grammatical in what you
wite. You nistfc be; accurate* You nmust be conversational .
And* you nust be succint. Think of each wasted word in
your broadcasts as a wasted second:. Through such wast e,
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i n | onger broadcasts, whole mnutes are | ost. Wol e:
stories are dropped! .

The trick is howto be accurate - howto
report the essential facts - and be conversati onal
and brief at the sane tinme. No other nedi ummnat ches
broadcasting' s insistence on clarity and conpression.
In no other newsroomis such high premum placed on the
witer's crafts The news nust be witten as lucidly ass
possi bl e because the |istener has to understand at
once what he hears - there is no going back to |isten
agai n.

The graduate in broadcast journalismenters
an expanding field. Each year, nore hours have been
devoted to news progranmm ng. Licenses are bei ng granted!
tonmore F.M stations in Canada and the United Sates;.
UHF-stations are multiplying. News, witers are needed
not only at radio and television stations, and at the
networ ks, but at 0, BN, AP, and UPI. These press
associ ations have increased their broadcast services.
They enploy witers for their radio wres; other news-
men specializing in audio reports are assigned to over*-
seas bureaus: .

Net wor ks and group stations, syndicate news
and publ i shers of Journalismtextbooks require editors
and witers. Cable television promses opportunitea for
t he broadcast journalist which cannot yet be neasured.

Surely a word about responsibility bel ongs
in the preface. More people turn to radio and tel evision
for news of watt i s happening- than to other nedi a, and
this nakes: it, incunbent upon the broadcast journalist!:
tto fulfill with integrity his informational role. Truth
is the only justification of the profession.

This course is about the art of using words,
man's nost inportant invention, in man's nost influen-
tial nmedia. O necessity, the practitioners of broad-
cast: journalismhave created a specialized style to suit
their nmedia - a new verbal form

(cont'd)
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A NEWKIND OF REPCRTI NG

a) Introduction b) Canme the Revolution c) The
Eyewi t ness Medi um

THE FI RST GENERATI ON
a) Introduction b) The First Roundup a) This is
t he News*

FASI C WORK RULES:

a) Introduction b)Format c)Corre<rtions

d) Punctuation e) Abbreviations f) Nunbers
g) [Datees:, Synbols, Active Voice, G amar.

NAMES AND PRONOUNC ATI O\
a) Introduction b) Mre about nanes c¢) Knowffhatt
You*r e Readi ng.

TELL YOUR STCRY:

a) Introduction b) The eneny is Conplexity c) The
Chal l enge d) The Broadcaster's N ghtrmare e) Con-
tractions f) You got rhythn? g) The scriptless
atory.

VWATCH THAT WORD:

a) Introduction b) Mor©Othan a Matter of 4-letter
words c¢)"The other Network" d) Beware the Qiche
e) G her words: to watch for f) Those Latin words
g) No noon-tail ed peacocks, h) Prepositions can
help i) "That" is nore conversational ) The
Sound of Wrds k) Sound-alikes.

HONTO USE THE W RE SERVI CES:

a) Introduction b) Wat the wire services provide
c) Handling the wire copy d) Reading the Wre Copy
e) Advisories f) Bulletins g) The; skeds h) Study
the copy thoroughly i) Plan Your Story j) Copying
Wre Copy. (contt' d)
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8. THE TIME ELEMENT:
a) Introduction b) Don't Cheat a) Unnatural
Usage d) What time is it? e) The Midnight
Writer f) The advance textt.
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Grading:

a) Average mark of writing assignments,
handed in plus theory tests...... oo 60jJ

b) Radio L&o responsibilitea . . . . = = . 20#

Cc) Special Assignments. . . . . . ...eeeee 206
TOTAL: 100t

SCALE

80 - 100 = A

70-79 «- B

60-69 =2C

BEHOVN 60 = 1| (Incomplete)
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